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PreK and Kindergarten Registration
The Bangor School Department prekindergarten program is a half-day 4-year-old program. 
Children eligible for this program must be Bangor residents and four years old on or 
before October 15, 2018. Every effort will be made to accommodate all children wishing 
to participate in this program. The PreK program will be strongly oriented toward building 
literacy skills and promoting positive social interaction in a classroom setting. 

The full-day kindergarten is for children who will be 5 years old on or before October 15, 
2018. Please bring your child’s original birth certificate and immunization record with you 
to the school your child will attend, which is determined by your physical address. The 
Bangor School Department K-8 Attendance Area Directory is available online at www.
bangorschools.net or contact any school for assistance.

PreK -3 Schools
Abraham Lincoln School ...........................................45 Forest Avenue.......................................................941-6280

Vine Street School .....................................................66 Vine Street ............................................................941-6300

Downeast School .......................................................100 Moosehead Blvd .................................................941-6240

Fourteenth Street School ..........................................224 Fourteenth Street ...............................................941-6350

Fruit Street School .....................................................175 Fruit Street ..........................................................941-6270
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Susan Sorg
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School Committee Meetings 2017-2018
Meetings are scheduled on the 2nd and 4th 

Wednesdays of each month except during school 

vacations. Special meetings may be called as 

needed. All meetings will be held at Bangor City 

Hall, Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.  A complete 

list of school committee meeting dates is available 

at  www.bangorschools.net. 

Dear Parents, Students, and Community 
Members:

We hope you enjoy this latest edition of the 
online Communique. Inside you will find so 
many interesting stories and accounts of 
Bangor students, staff, and alumni.  If you are 
like me, you will be filled with pride as you 
learn about their experiences and accom-
plishments.

Bangor is a special place and it is a place in 
which it is great to work, learn, grow, and live.  
The Bangor School Department is an impor-
tant part of this community and the strength of 
the schools is the people inside them.

As stated in our Strategic Plan: Academic 
Excellence for All, “academic excellence is 
yielded by instructional excellence, and the 
most critical influence in the achievement 
of any student is personalized, informed 
instruction provided by teachers whose high 
expectations are matched by the belief in the 
success of their students.” 

Our staff believes in our students, but equally 
important, we have a supportive community 
and involved families who put in a collabora-
tive effort to assist our city’s youth as they 
grow and learn. Parents, guardians, grandpar-
ents, youth volunteers, community leaders, 
and local business owners - you all are critical 
to our students’ successes.

All of us in the Bangor School Department are 
privileged and honored to work with you as 
we engage students in rich learning opportu-
nities in the classroom and through the many 
co-curricular and extra-curricular activities 
that prepare them for life’s future challenges.

Sincerely,

Betsy Webb, Ed.D.

Dr. Betsy Webb
Superintendent
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Cover Photo: Front Row(L-R): Volunteer Coach Taylor Clark, Kayla Crossman ‘18, Sammy McNaughton 
‘18, Hope Ouellette ‘18, Olivia Heanssler ‘18, Kenzie Crichton ‘18, Co-Head Coach Kate Robichaud. 
Middle Row (L-R): Kelsey White ‘20, Kylie Lavoie ‘20, Chloe Woodward ‘19, Emily Chappelle ‘20, 
Alainna Roach ‘19. Back Row (L-R): Sydney Latlippe ‘20, Grace McAuliffe ‘20, Ella Henry ‘21, Becca 
Chappelle ‘20, Hailey Fournier ‘20, Hailey Miles ‘20, Madi Clay ‘20, Hannah Dunn ‘20, Co-Head Coach 
Stephanie Crane.

www.bangorschools.net
www.bangorschools.net
http://3mm6kf3iqx7b39if4i3zmub1rh4.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/School-Committee-2015-2016.pdf


(continued on p. 4) 
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(L-R): Dr. Betsy Webb, Superintendent of Bangor School 
Department, Kim Skaves, second-grade teacher, and Dan 

Chadbourne, Principal of Fourteenth Street School received the 
award at a ceremony in Washington, DC.

Fourteenth Street 
School Wins National 

Blue Ribbon Award
Fourteenth Street School was recognized by U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos 

as one of 342  National Blue Ribbon Schools for 2017. The recognition is based on 

a school’s overall academic performance or progress in closing achievement gaps 

among student subgroups.

Fourteenth Street School educates students in prekindergarten through third grade, 

and joins James F. Doughty School and Bangor High School as Bangor School De-

partment’s third National Blue Ribbon School. “We’re honored to be recognized for our 

efforts to provide every student with the opportunity to achieve academic excellence,” 

said Dr. Betsy Webb, Superintendent of Schools.

“National Blue Ribbon Schools are active demonstrations of preparing every child for 

a bright future,” said U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos to the honorees. “You 

are visionaries, innovators, and leaders. You 

have much to teach us: some of you person-

alize student learning, others engage parents 

and communities in the work and life of your 

local schools, and still others develop strong 

and forward-thinking leaders from among 

your teaching staff.”

The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program 

honors public and private elementary, middle, 



Visual Artists Honored in 
Statewide Competition

National Blue Ribbon School (cont. from p. 3)
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“It’s rewarding to nur-

ture students’ success 

both in the classroom 

and in the complex 

world they must navi-

gate. I want my students 

to understand that 

being quality people is 

as important as being 

quality students, and 

that I believe they have 

the ability to achieve 

anything they are will-

ing to work hard for.” 

Why Bangor?

Catherine Hanscom
Grade 6 ELA/Social Studies
James F. Doughty School
15 years with BSD

Senator Susan Collins visited the Fourteenth Street School to congratulate staff 
and students on the award and to speak with students about what it’s like to be 
a Senator representing the state of Maine. Senator Collins then visited a first- 
grade classroom and read a book aloud to students (below). 

and high schools where students achieve very high learning 

standards or are making notable improvements in closing the 

achievement gap.

This coveted award affirms the hard work of educators, fami-

lies, and communities in creating safe and welcoming schools 

where students master challenging and engaging content.

Now in its 35th year, the National Blue Ribbon Schools Pro-

gram has bestowed recognition on more than 8,500 schools. 

On November 6-7, 2017, the Secretary and the Department of 

Education celebrated with these honorees at an awards cer-

emony in Washington, D.C.



Visual Artists Honored in 
Statewide Competition

        Four Bangor High School students have received recognition for works they submitted to the 

regional Scholastic Art Competition, which is open to school aged students from across each 

state.

        The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards are presented by the Alliance for Young Artists & Writ-

ers, a nonprofit whose mission is to identify students with exceptional artistic and literary talent 

and present their remarkable work to the world through the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. 

Through the awards, students receive opportunities for 

recognition, exhibition, publication, and scholarships. 

Students across America submitted  more than 330,000 

original works last year in 29 categories of art and writing.

        “BHS Visual Arts teachers Susan Bryand, Eva Wag-

ner, and I are proud of the students’ accomplishments,” 

says Department Chair Eric Hutchins. Rya Morrill ‘18 re-

ceived a Gold Key Award and Honorable Mention Award; 

Meredith Jones ‘18 received three Silver Key Awards and 

two Honorable Mention Awards; George Smith ‘20 re-

ceived a Silver Key Award; and Greta Frost ‘18 received 

an Honorable Mention Award. (continued on p. 16)  
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“Artifical Intelligence” Rya Morrill “Navigation” Meredith Jones “Butterly on the Rocks” Greta Frost

“Ship Leaving Harbor” George Smith



Two JFDS Teachers Earn 
National Board for Professional 

Teaching Standards Certification

    Jen Boehmer (English Language Arts), and 

Tracy Vassiliev (Science), recently completed 

the National Board for Professional Teaching 

Standards training and can now add the ini-

tials NBCT (National Board Certified Teacher) 

after their 

names. They 

join three other 

Bangor educa-

tors who have 

completed the 

process: Caro-

lyn Vose, science 

teacher at William S. Cohen School; Kristi 

Charette, literacy coach at Fairmount School; 

and Dianne Johnson, third-grade teacher at 

Fruit Street School. Currently, only 3-4% of 

the nation’s 3 million teachers are nationally 

certified (2.3% in Maine).

   The National Board was established in 1987, 

leading to the creation of a voluntary perfor-

mance based and peer review process for 

teachers to demonstrate high levels of com-

petency. There are 25 certification areas that 

represent 16 disciplines and four development 

levels. 

   There are five core propositions of NBCT 

certification: 1) 

Teachers are 

committed to 

students and 

their learning; 2) 

Teachers know 

the subjects they 

teach and how to 

teach those subjects to students; 3) Teachers 

are responsible for managing and monitoring 

student learning; 4) Teachers think system-

atically about their practice and learn from 

experience; and 5) Teachers are members of 

learning communities. 

“The NBCT process has made me more 

reflective and this helps to better guide my 

classroom instruction,” says Mrs. Boehmer.  
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Mrs. Boehmer Mrs. Vassiliev



The Southern Penobscot Regional Program for Chidren 

with Exceptionalities (SPRPCE) and the Bangor School 

Department are presenting a five-part, live interactive 

video conferencing workshop with Lynn Lyons, LICSW. 

Managing Anxiety at School and Home: 

An Active Approach to Interrupt the Worry Cycle

Learn answers to commonly asked questions such as...
•	 How do we get anxious students into school?
•	 What do we do when an anxious child is falling apart in school?
•	 What can adults do to both prevent anxiety from becoming so 

powerful, and help children manage it when it does show up?
•	 Why are the strategies frequently taught to kids - like breathing, 

relaxation, and other common CBT techniques - not working?
•	 How does “frontloading” with anxious kids make interventions 

more effective?
•	 How can we get parents, schools, and outside providers to work 

together more effectively?
•	 How can we create more effective accommodations, 504s, and 

behavioral plans for anxious children and teens?
•	 What is the connection between anxiety and depression?

Sessions will take place at W.S. Cohen School
•	 Monday, February 5 from 6-8 p.m.
•	 Tuesday, March 6 from 6-8 p.m.
•	 Monday, April 2 from 6-8 p.m.
•	 Monday, May 7 from 6-8 p.m.
•	 Tuesday, May 29 from 6-8 p.m.

These are FREE to parents, regular classroom teachers, 

special educators, educational technicians, and school 

administrators from districts that are members of the 

Southern Penobscot Regional Program for Children with 

Exceptionalities (SPRPCE). Staff from non-participating 

districts may attend all five sessions for a total fee of 

$100.Please call the Office of Pupil Services at 992-4173 

or email lpoirier@bangorschools.net to reserve a seat.

Workshop for Parents and Educators

“As School Resource Of-

ficer, my goal is to provide 

a safe and secure place for 

students. I am available 

to students, families, and 

school administrators to 

assist them with problems 

of a law enforcement or 

crime prevention nature. I 

enjoy getting to know the 

students and faculty by be-

ing a familiar and friendly 

face within the Bangor 

schools.”

Introducing
Officer Ivy
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100.Please
mailto:lpoirier@bangorschools.net


Engaging, Hands-on Learning at
 Every Level
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Clockwise from top left: 1) Students at Fairmount’s 21st Century Community Learning 

Center After-School Program learn Spanish from a parent volunteer through fun, active 

games. In this photo, students play “Simon Says” with “manos arriba i manos abajo” 

(hands up and hands down). 2) Abraham Lincoln students learn science through STEM-

Scopes, a curriculum of hands-on science activities. 3) Students at William S. Cohen 

School learn engineering through building bridges.  4) Students at James F. Doughty 

School learn design and engineering using a 3D Printer.

1 2

34



Fourth and fifth graders at Mary Snow School en-

tertained residents at Winterbury Heights Assisted 

Living Facility with a mix of patriotic and holiday 

songs (photo at right). The chorus at Fairmount 

School  visited the Solstice Senior Living Center 

on Ohio Street in Bangor. One of the residents, 

96 years young, accompanied the students on the 

piano for one of the selections. The students en-

joyed being able to share the joy of music with the 

community. The choruses are directed by music 

teacher Kelly Ellis.    
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Grade 4-5 Choruses Bring Music to Assisted Living Facilities

Students and Staff Raise Funds to Help Others Near and Far
In October, Bangor School Department faculty, staff, and students raised $2,554 for the 

Coins for Caring campaign for hurricane relief. The two-week campaign took place in all of 

Bangor’s schools, and the money raised was donated to the American Red Cross.

For Bangor Day on December 22, 2017, students and staff showed their school spirit by 

wearing cardinal red and white, and demonstrated the spirit of giving by donating food and 

cash to keep Bangor’s citizens warm and fed. They collected a total of 1,890 pounds of food, 

or the equivalent of 1,557 meals, for the Good Shepherd Food Bank, and $1,464 in cash 

donations for the city’s fuel assistance fund.

 “Develop responsible and respectful behavior - clearly articulated expectations for in-

terpersonal behavior reinforced and vitalized through curricular, co-curricular, extra-

curricular, and professional learning experiences affirm and guide the organization’s 

efforts to develop respectful, compassionate citizens who understand and value the 

world’s increasingly connected diversity.”  - Strategic Plan: Academic Excellence for All



Vine Street Receives Grant for Mileage Club 
Vine Street School is the recipient of the 2017 Kids Run the Nation grant from the Road Runners 
Club of America. The grant will support the Mileage Club, an opportunity for K-3 students to partici-
pate in running twice per week. Students earn a toe token after they complete one mile, or twenty 
laps around the course on the Vine Street School playground. The program emphasizes personal 
achievement as opposed to competition. The grant will supply students in the Mileage Club with 
water bottles to stay hydrated.

JFDS Cheering Receives 
Grant from Justin J. Watt
Foundation
The James F. Doughty School cheering program received a 

grant from the Justin J. Watt Foundation to purchase a new 

set of cheering mats. Cheering is a popular sport at JFDS, 

with 50 to 75 students trying out each year for the two 

teams. The foundation was founded by NFL player Justin J. 

Watt and provides support for middle school extracurricular 

and athletic activities that give children the opportunity to 

learn the basic character traits of accountability, teamwork, 

leadership, work ethic, and perseverance while in a safe 

and supervised environment with their peers.

“I have truly found some 

amazing colleagues here in 

the Bangor School De-

partment. They lift me up 

every single day! I cherish 

that, because together we 

are the driving force of 

change and growth within 

our school house walls.”

Why Bangor? 
Ashley Allen
Grade 1 Teacher
Downeast School
4 years with BSD
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Innovation School Focuses on 
Experiential Learning 

What is the Innovation School? “The Innovation School is a place for new beginnings,” says teacher 
Maynard Walton, Jr. “In our classes, we feature project-based, pre-technology learning delivered 
through flexible, structured, and creative academic experiences.” 

Led by teachers Nathan Cutting and Maynard Walton, Jr., students recently learned and applied 
the principles of static and current electricity using a Van de Graaff generator (top left photo) and 
building circuits. They’re studying fundamental principles of art and music through stone sculpting 
and learning to play the piano and guitar (photo top right). In the spring students will study biology 
through the building and maintenance of a pollinator garden on the EMCC campus.

Housed at Eastern Maine Community College, the Innovation School is designed for seventh and 
eighth grade students who crave a more hands-on learning experience. Students hail from 14 
school administrative units that are partners in the Southern Penobscot Regional Program for Chil-
dren with Exceptionalities (SPRPCE).

The SPRPCE Innovation School is funded by an Educational Efficiencies and Opportunities Grant 
through the Maine Department of Education. In addition to the 14 SAUs, United Technologies Cen-
ter and Eastern Maine Community College are partners in the grant. For more information about 
enrolling an interested student, call Greg Leavitt at 992-5523.



12 Alumni Spotlight:
Rami Blair, Class of 2012
“After graduating from BHS in 2012, I attended Morehouse College in Atlanta, where I 

studied French and English literature and spent a semester at the University of Notting-

ham as an English-Speaking Union Luard Morse Scholar. Immediately after graduation, 

I worked at the U.S. Embassy in Barbados and then conducted research in Trinidad and 

Tobago as a Fulbright Scholar. About halfway through my State Department internship, I 

decided to follow the advice I had first gotten from two of my favorite BHS teachers—Tori 

Kornfield in English and Cindy Sturgeon in Modern Foreign Languages—and join the 

Foreign Service rather than become a professor of literature. In November 2016, I was 

selected for the Charles B. Rangel International Affairs Program, a feeder initiative of the 

State Department which will allow me to begin my career as a U.S. diplomat in summer 

2019.

I can say confidently that BHS 

prepared me for my postsecondary 

studies and career. The emphasis my 

teachers placed on writing succinctly 

and communicating effectively has 

served me exceptionally well, and my 

foreign language classes have given 

me the skills and confidence needed 

to interact with people from different 

cultures. Similarly, my time on the 

debate team helped me hone my 

research and analytical skills. Indeed, 



without the firm foundation established dur-

ing my time at BHS, I would not have been 

inducted into Phi Beta Kappa at Morehouse, 

nor would I currently be enrolled on scholar-

ship at The Fletcher School of Law and 

Diplomacy, one of the nation’s foremost inter-

national affairs schools. 

That being said, I would advise students to 

take advantage of everything BHS has to 

offer—sign up for a club, join a sports team, 

or volunteer after school. Moreover, make 

sure to ask for help from peers and teachers 

if you’re falling behind or don’t understand 

something, and start planning for college 

early. Even though you may end up changing your major more times than you can count, it’s 

always easier when you have a general idea of the direction in which you want to go!”

Alumni Spotlight (continued) 13

Rami Blair in Barbados

We’d like to hear what you’ve been up to since graduation! 

Join the Alumni Network at alumni.bangorschools.net.

Alumni - Please Support Today’s Students!
As you may know, funding for education keeps shrinking, but our students deserve every oppor-
tunity for an exciting, fun-filled educational experience that prepares them for their futures. That’s 
where you can help. Won’t you please consider donating to special projects, such as microscopes 
for students at Fairmount and Mary Snow Schools, or a new weight room at Bangor High School? 
Go online today to make your donation at alumni.bangorschools.net. If you’ve got an idea for some-
thing you’re passionate about funding for our students, please call the Superintendent’s Office at 
992-4152 and we’ll be happy to discuss it with you.

bangorschools.net/welcome
alumni.bangorschools.net


“Rock Solid” Performance by BHS in 
National Crystal Growing Competition
For the first time, BHS students entered the United States Crystal Growing Competi-

tion and came away with a national top 10 ranking and multiple Honorable Mention 

awards.

The United States Crystal Growing Competition is an important scientific outreach 

activity designed to provide K-12 students and teachers a fun, hands-on STEM experi-

ence as well as an exciting competition. The objective is to grow the biggest and high-

est quality single crystal using materials that are provided to entrants by the organiza-

tion. The contest receives crystals grown by students from across the United States, 

and judges recently announced the winners at the K-8 and 9-12 levels.

BHS teachers Dr. Barbara Stewart and Mrs. Kari White embedded the development of 

student submissions in their Honors Chemistry courses.

Cameron Richmond placed seventh in the nation in the category of “quality.” Eleven 

BHS students received Honorable Mention in multiple categories, including  Kiera 

Campbell, Sarah Danby, Rebecca Elwood, Ellie Hunt, Dominic Huntington, Michelle 

Karam, Anna Kemble, Hunter Neale, Harry Roberts, Jason Smith, and Giovanna 

Tompkins (all Class of 2019).

Congrats to the 2018 State Champion Speech and Debate Team!
.
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(L-R): Ijeoma Obi ‘20, Demytrius Smith ‘21, Victoria Brissette Rice ‘18, Caroline Baldacci ‘18 (State Champion in Congressional 
Debate), Gabrielle Gonzalez ‘19, Sarah Marcotte ‘18, Noah B. Robinson ‘19 (State Champion in Lincoln Douglas Debate), David 
Rubin ‘18 (Team Captain, Runner-Up State Champion in Lincoln Douglas Debate), Jeremiah Bourbon ‘20, Connor Ashfield ‘20, 
Coach Joe Pelletier, Megan Polk ‘20, Alex Saros ‘20 (Not pictured: Liam Moynihan ‘21)



(

The Vine Street School’s Walking School Bus with vol-
unteer walk leaders from the University of Maine Black 
Bears’ Football Team.

Prouty ‘18 Earns Scholarship to UConn
Class of 2018 swimmer Colby Prouty has committed to swim for the University of Connecticut as a Division 

I scholarship swimmer, where he plans to study neurobiology. Prouty holds BHS team records in the 100 

Breaststroke (57.31), 200 Individual Medley (1:56.90), and is a member of 200 Medley Relay team (2017 

State Meet). He is the state record holder for MPA 100 Breaststroke, was awarded the MPA Swimmer of 

the Meet for the 2016 Class A States, and is a three-time Class A State Champ in the 100 Breaststroke and 

seven-time Class A State Champ in Individual and Relay. 

A Maine High School Swimming All-Star for 2015, 

2016, and 2017, Prouty earned the National 2017 

USA Swimming Scholastic All American. “Colby 

started swimming at age 10,” said Colby’s father, 

Trey Prouty. “Swimming is a big part of his life, and 

he truly loves the sport.” 

BSD Receives Public Service Excellence Award
The Bangor School Department has been awarded the Bicycle Coalition of Maine’s Public Service Excel-

lence Award! The award honors public servant professionals who have provided outstanding service to the 

bicycle and pedestrian community in Maine. “The Bangor School Department has fully embraced the walk-

ing school bus program at three of its schools, providing students with the opportunity to walk to school on a 

daily basis,” says John Williams, Executive Director of the Bicycle Coalition of Maine. “Not only do the Walk-

ing School Bus programs provide additional physical activity to the students and volunteer walk leaders, the 

programs help improve student attendance and learn-

ing readiness, foster community relations, and make 

walking to school fun and accessible!” Abraham Lincoln 

School, Vine Street School, and Downeast School have 

Walking School Bus programs. Contact the school for 

more information about volunteering.
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Visual Arts Students (cont. from p. 5)

ESEA Report Card
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) mandates that all states and school 
units provide an annual report card that shares the achievement and progress of students and schools as well as information about graduation rates 
and the qualification of teachers in the school unit. The data gleaned from the report card serves to inform school and district improvement initiatives. 
In addition, the data can assist parents and community members in working effectively and productively with educators to support student achieve-
ment.

The 2017-2018 report card also includes 2016-2017 statewide results from the grade four and eight National Assessment of Education Progress 
(NAEP) reading and mathematics assessments as well as MEA participation rates for students with limited English proficiency and students with dis-
abilities. Administration of the NAEP is through random selection and schools do not receive results other than state and national data.

Actually, the achievement data contained in the 2017-2018 report card is 2016-2017 MEA data compiled from the spring administration of the state ac-
countability tests. The 2017-2018 report card meets the requirements of federal ESSA legislation.

If you have questions about the ESEA Report Card or the data presented, please contact your child’s school principal or teacher or the Office of 
Instruction at 992-4167.

The Bangor School Department NCLB Report Card can be viewed online at https://me.backpack.education/Planner/Content/ESEAReportCards/2017/
District_42_2018_Bangor%20Public%20Schools_DistrictESSAReport.pdf

New classes are starting now for Bangor Adult Education.

Visit bangor.maineadulted.org.

Bangor School Department
73 Harlow Street | Bangor, ME 04401 | 207-992-4152

Gold and Silver Key pieces are placed on display at the Maine College of Art in Portland through 

February as part of recognition ceremonies held in January and February.  Gold Key winners ad-

vance to national competition, with winners announced in early spring.

Download the BSD Mobile App
* Push Notifications

* School Specific News

* Event Schedules

* Access to Resources

* Athletic News & Events

* Team/Club Groups

* Teacher Contact Info

Now available on Google Play (https://goo.gl/dpf1f)

and App Store (https://goo.gl/LxVVfz)

https://me.backpack.education/Planner/Content/ESEAReportCards/2017/District_42_2018_Bangor
https://me.backpack.education/Planner/Content/ESEAReportCards/2017/District_42_2018_Bangor
20Schools_DistrictESSAReport.pdf
bangor.maineadulted.org
https://goo.gl/dpf1f
https://goo.gl/LxVVfz

